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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1 and 4-12 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, 
in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Kerch et al. (4,762,124). 
Kerch expressly teaches packaging to hold large quantities of liquid. The 
packaging comprises two separable, leakproof pieces of material 21 and 23. An 
applicator is fixed to an inside face of material 21, the applicator comprising a 
flexible and porous material (permeable membrane 22) that is fixed to the inside 
face of material 2 1 and a material (absorbent pad 20) in which the liquid is 
distributed. This absorbent pad 20 is housed between the piece of flexible and 
porous material and the inside face of leakproof material 2 1 , as recited in claim 1 . 
Thus, and as can also be readily appreciated, the piece of flexible and porous 
material and the inside face together form a closed pouch that holds the liquid 
therein, such that a user can apply the liquid through the flexible and porous 
material without touching it, as also recited in claim 1 . For the noted reasons, at 
least claim 1 would appear to be anticipated by Kerch et al. 

Other elements of the rejected claims can also be seen in Kerch. 
Additionally, should any element of the claims that is known per se in the art, be 
later deemed to be missing from Kerch, the examiner considers that it would have 
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been obvious in view of the teaching of Kerch, to provide the apparatus therein 
with the missing element or feature, for the purpose of improving its performance. 

3. Claim 13 is allowed since the specific combination recited therein is 
believed to be novel and unobvious.. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jacob K. Ackun Jr. whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4418. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
8.30AM-5.00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on (571)272-4562. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 



/Jacob K. Ackun Jr./ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3728 



